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HOUSE BI LL 2329

St ate of WAshi ngt on 60t h Legi sl ature 2007 Regul ar Session

By Representatives Kretz, Blake, Ocutt, Hailey, Wrnick, Newhouse,
McCune and Ahern

Read first tinme 02/21/2007. Referred to Commttee on Agriculture &
Nat ural Resources.

AN ACT Relating to increasing hunting opportunities during |ega
hol i days; anmendi ng RCW 77.12. 150; and creating a new section.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. (1) The legislature finds that many of the
state's hunters are either enployed on nost nonholiday weekdays or
attend school full tinme. This situation limts the ability of many to
participate in the hunting opportunities nade avail able by the fish and
w I dlife comm ssion on nonholiday weekdays.

(2) The legislature further finds that the Iegal holidays
recognized by state |law provides nmany of these individuals wth
discretionary tinme that could be used for hunting, if there were | egal
seasons corresponding with the holidays. For instance, the hardship of
m ssing work to participate in a nodern firearm deer season schedul ed
for the week before Thanksgiving would be alleviated if the season was
noved to the week containing the holiday.

(3) The legislature further finds that the fish and wildlife
comm ssi on should try, whenever possible, to make hunting opportunities
avai |l abl e on holiday weekends. Timng hunting seasons with holidays
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woul d, in many cases, take mnimal effort, yet would allow the working
men and wonen of Washington an opportunity to pursue their sport
w thout having to mss tinme fromtheir enploynent.

Sec. 2. RCW77.12.150 and 2003 ¢ 385 s 2 are each anended to read
as follows:

(1) The commission shall, when practical, establish general and
special hunting seasons, and other hunting opportunities, to coincide
with egal holidays recognized in RCW 1. 16. 050.

(2) By energency rule only, and in accordance wth criteria
established by the comm ssion, the director may close or shorten a
season for gane aninmals, gane birds, or gane fish, and after a season
has been cl osed or shortened, may reopen it and reestablish bag limts
on gane animals, gane birds, or ganme fish during that season. The
director shall advise the conm ssion of the adoption of energency
rules. A copy of an energency rule, certified as a true copy by the
director or by a person authorized in witing by the director to nake
the certification, is admssible in court as prina facie evidence of
t he adoption and validity of the rule.

(()) (3)(a) If the director finds that gane aninmals have
increased in nunbers in an area of the state so that they are danagi ng
public or private property or over-utilizing their habitat, the
conm ssion may establish a special hunting season and designate the
time, area, and manner of taking and the nunber and sex of the animals
that may be killed or possessed by a l|licensed hunter. The director
shall include notice of the special season in the rules establishing
open seasons.

(b) When the departnent receives six conplaints concerning danage
to commercial agricultural and horticultural crop production by
wildlife from the owner or tenant of real property, or from severa
owners or tenants in a |locale, the comm ssion shall conduct a speci al
hunt or special hunts or take renedial action to reduce the potenti al
for the damage, and shall authorize either one or two permts per
hunt er . Each conplaint nust be confirmed by qualified departnment
staff, or their designee.

(c) The director shall determ ne by random sel ection the identity
of hunters who may hunt within the area of the special hunt and shal
determne the conditions and requirenents of the selection process.
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Wthin this process, the departnent nust maintain a list of all persons
holding valid wldlife hunting 1licenses, arranged by county of
resi dence, who may hunt deer or elk that are causi ng damage to crops.
The departnment nmust update the list annually and utilize the Iist when
contacting persons to assist in controlling ganme damage to crops. The
departnent nust nmake all reasonable efforts to contact individuals
residing wwthin the county where the hunting of deer or elk will occur
before contacting a person who is not a resident of that county. The
department nust random ze the nanes of people on the list in order to
provide a fair distribution of the hunting opportunities. Hunters who
participate in hunts under this section nust report any kills to the
depart nent. The departnent nust include a sumary of the wildlife
harvested in these hunts in the annual gane managenent reports it mnakes
avai l able to the public.

~-- END ---
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